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I was in Tanzania for 7 weeks in March and April this year and as always I enjoyed every minute of
it. I was kept very busy with the ever-growing list of legal and administrative requirements we have
to run a home like ours, but the hard work is always worth it when I see the reward of our happy,
healthy, fun and amazingly wonderful children who get to live the lives they deserve! We went on
some wonderful adventures and just generally had a lovely time together playing and talking. I
love getting time to hear the kids talk about their hopes and dreams and ideas about the world.

The last 6 months has flown by and
there are so many exciting things to
share with you. At the top of that list is
that we have completed the roof on
our new house! It is such an amazing
achievement and the house is looks
incredible. We are so grateful for
everyone who donated money to
make this possible and as you can see
from the photos this house is going to
be a beautiful new home for our kids
(as well as a few more!)
The next stages of building are to
put in the wiring and piping for the
electrics and plumbing, installing
the doorframes, window frames and
external grills and then plastering.

We took the kids and the staff to visit the new
home and they could not have been more
excited. They had not been there since it was
just a concrete slab so they were overwhelmed
to see what it will be like and they even started
choosing bedrooms!

They were especially excited by the fruit trees on the property.
At the moment we have 2 large mango trees as well as pears,
bananas and papaya. We hope to plant more fruit and
vegetables in the coming months.
They enjoyed an ‘African Piñata’ to get the mangoes out of the
tree and tasted their first Ujamaa Mangoes. Happy days indeed!

Merry Christmas
The children and staff at the
home enjoyed a wonderful
Christmas together. They shared
a big meal and presents on the
day and some of our wonderful
sponsors got together to send
over a trampoline for them! Huge
thanks to Prem & Reena Nath for
sending it, as well as to Amanda
and Simbo Natai for collecting
it and putting it together for the
kids. They LOVE it and often get
up early before school so that
they can have a play before
they leave.

Birthdays!
Sabina turned 18 in March! We are so proud of our eldest girl officially becoming an adult. She
celebrated with a lovely lunch and cake at home and then visited with some friends in the afternoon.
She is doing well in school and we are looking into her starting driving lessons – the mamas want
driving lessons too!
Kelvin, Irene, Ally & Halima all had birthdays in January – it is always fun and exciting to celebrate our
kids growing older and being happy and healthy. Who could ask for more?

Welcome Pip!
We are excited to announce that in January
Pip Harvey Ross joined the Ujamaa Family as
our new In-Country Project Manager. Pip has
been working very hard and does an amazing
job of keeping things running and on track in
Tanzania. The kids and staff love her and we
are very grateful for the wonderful work she is
doing! Karibu sana Pippi.

Extra Activities
We do our best to provide our kids
with a well-rounded education
both at school and at home. During
the school holidays this year we did
many activities with them so they
can learn more about the world.
We took them swimming, to a local
craft fair, to the movies and on a
very interesting tour of the Pepsi
Bottling Factory in Arusha.
We are always looking for fun new activities and classes for the kids to enjoy. This year we hope to
include dance classes and other sports.

Family Day
In March we enjoyed our Family Day where we invite members
of the extended families of the children and the staff to enjoy
an afternoon tea at our home. It’s a wonderful way for the kids
to connect with their families and also for us to get to know
everyone a little better.

We also had some of the children
attend events around Easter time.
Sabina went to her older brother’s
engagement party, Irene and Kelvin
were able to visit their grandparents
(who live very far away) whom
they haven’t seen in many years
and Ally and Halima also visited
their grandmother. All visits are
accompanied by an Ujamaa
Children’s Home staff member to
ensure the kids safety and must
be pre-arranged according to our
Child Protection Policy.

UPCOMING EVENT
Movie Night in Melbourne on June 9th
We are hosting our annual Movie Night Fundraiser in Melbourne,
Australia on June 9th with the film Aloha.
Tickets are still available; just $35 which includes popcorn and a drink!
Email for tickets - ujamaa.children@gmail.com

Always learning new skills
Fatuma and Deborah, two of the mamas who work full time with the kids, are now studying a Child
Care Course facilitated by the Social Welfare Department in Arusha. This is part of what we need to
do to maintain our License from Social Welfare and the mamas are very much enjoying the program.
They have found it being taught in English has made it a little more difficult for them but Irene and Pip
both help them with their studies to ensure they understand the material. We are so proud of what
they are doing and are very happy that we can facilitate this learning – and of course our children
will also benefit from their increased knowledge and skills. It’s a win for everybody!

Film Awards
The short documentary about our home won Best Documentary Short at the LA Movie Awards in
January. I was there for the event in LA and collected the award. It was a lot of fun!

New Computer!
We were lucky enough to get a new (2nd hand) computer for the kids. This has been especially
important since Sabina and Irene have started Secondary School and their need for Internet
research and producing computer-based assignments has increased.

Fundraising
Thank you to all the wonderfully creative and dedicated people raising money for our home.
Here are some of the highlights:
		 The One By One Foundation ran the One By Many campaign in April & May where volunteers
		 were sponsored to see how many dates they could go on. Through this fun and interesting idea
		 they raised over $4000 for our general costs!
		 The Ujamaa Children’s Trust UK raised over $3000 towards our roof!
Maya Shah climbed Kilimanjaro to raise money for us and at just 13 years old that is an amazing
		 achievement. She raised over $1100 for our building!
Diana Miller held a charity Art Show in Brisbane in April and raised over $3000 for our building
		 fund!
		 The Ujamaa Foundation held a Bunnings Sausage Sizzle in January and raised over $1700 for
		 our building fund!
If you would like to host an event and help us raise funds please do so! I can provide you with
brochures and any information that you need: ujamaa.children@gmail.com
We have lots of new plans in the works for the coming months including the establishment of our
Community Development Program, which will provide education sponsorships to children in the
community – more details to come soon!

I am incredibly grateful and overwhelmed by the support and dedication of our team in Australia,
our supporters worldwide and our staff in Tanzania. Every day we get closer to achieving our dreams
and together are re-writing the future for the kids that live in our home. It is such an important gift to
not only give them a place to live and learn, but to provide them with a sense of home and family
- the true value of this can be seen through the wonderfully happy and confident children who live
at Ujamaa Children’s Home.
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