NEWSLETTER
November 2016

Mambo (hello!) from Tanzania.
While I’m sure most of you can’t imagine it ever
being cold in Africa, we have had our coldest
winter ever (night time temps of 8 degrees)
and we are now all very excited to see the
sun shining again and the temperatures
heating up. However, with this comes very
hot days and a lot of dust! Arusha sits at
1400m above sea level which means we
have less humidity but colder winters and
while 8 degrees may not seem low to most
of you, it is worth remembering that we live
in concrete houses with no carpets and
no heating, so it gets a bit chilly! Luckily we
have the funds to provide nice warm blankets for our kids. If it gets this cold again next
year I may need to invest in mini hot water
bottles to warm their beds at night! Sadly
many children within the community are not
able to keep warm at night and we are looking
into ways that we can support/impact our greater
community…more on this to come in 2017!
The children at Ujamaa Children’s Home are thriving and I
am so pleased at how our home is growing and developing.
There is so much to learn and gain for the staff, the kids and ourselves – we couldn’t be happier.

Building Complete – We have moved!
It’s taken two and half years, countless hours, hundreds of workers, thousands of buckets of
water carried by hand, over $240,000 raised by wonderful people like you and now its complete!
We are thrilled to announce that Ujamaa Children’s Home has moved into its first purpose built
home in Arusha, Tanzania.
It has been mammoth project, but the result is simply stunning! It is not possible to put into words
how you feel when you take 13 Children (now 14!), who had never experienced what it meant
to have a home until Ujamaa and give them one. Children who spent the early part of their lives
with no expectations and in most cases no understanding of life in a proper home - with four
walls, running water, power, 3 meals a day, and most importantly love, support and care. – who
now find themselves in their own home. To write these words brings goose bumps – to see their
faces – is one of life’s special experiences.

There were many ups and downs and unexpected hurdles along the way. From when the water
wasn’t connected and had to be carried up from the river, one bucket at time to make cement by
a group of amazing women , to the final house which will provide a home for 25 children and allow
the Ujamaa Children’s Home to establish development programs for the wider community.
Huge Thanks to everyone who supported us through this project! We could not have done it without
you. For all donations (big and small) and all the words of encouragement – it was truly a group effort
and only achieved by the support of many. Our name “Ujamaa” means ‘the individual working for
the good of the whole’ and with all your help, this is what we have achieved.
Building a home takes a lot of people and we would like to take this opportunity to thank some of
them. Firstly Amani Mania, our Project Manager, who did an amazing job and must take immense
pride in the end result. To his wonderful fundis (tradesmen) who put together our home piece by
piece. There were so many trades on site in the last few weeks it looked like an episode of a Home
Renovation TV Show!

To our significant donors:
Andrews Family Charitable Fund
Ujamaa Children’s trust (UK)
One By One Foundation
Andrew and Wallis Motor Group
The Jemmeson Family
The Nath Family
Airport Toyota

Elma Drayton
Kathy Green
Natty Seef
Diana Millar
Jarrad Seng
Elizabeth Oliver

Moving into our new home was an exciting,
busy, at times hilarious and wonderful event!
It took 3 very full trucks, lots of helpers, the
world’s largest game of Tetris to put the bunk
beds back together and a lot of dust and
sweat but we did it!! Thanks to our amazing
mamas who cleaned and packed for a
week to get us organised.
Special thanks to David Mchome and his
crew for doing all the heavy lifting and
putting together beds, play equipment and
the trampoline (which is not an easy task!). To
all our other staff and the fundis (tradesmen)
who helped we are so grateful. We are finally
here! The future looks bright

Our new family member

We are thrilled to announce that we have a new little boy
living in our home as part of our family. His name is Isihaka.
Social Welfare brought him to us because he had to be
removed from the environment he was living in due to
abuse. The perpetrators have been jailed and thankfully
Isihaka has found a permanent home and family with
us. He is one of the happiest kids I have ever seen and
became part of our family so quickly…like he was always
meant to be there! It was the easiest transition we have
had and he is excited to get back to school. It is always an
emotional process bringing someone new into our family,
partly due to the circumstances from which they have
come and partly because it is creating a new future. We
get the opportunity to help our kids write a new story for
their lives and there is nothing more valuable than that. I
constantly feel blessed and overwhelmed that with the
support of all of you, I get the chance to facilitate change
and give opportunity. Thank you!

Staff
We are so proud of Fatuma and Deborah who have
completed their Social Welfare degree with flying
colours and went to Dar es Salaam this month to
collect their diplomas. They have worked very hard
attending classes and completing assignments
while still working at our home and we are so
impressed with their dedication and new skills.
Fatuma was invited to attend a special course in
South Africa because she did so well in her course.
What a superstar! She was able to meet and learn
from representatives from throughout Africa about
how they manage Social Welfare and Child care
issues.

Cocktail Party Success
Our Annual Cocktail Party was held in Melbourne in July and
was a huge success. It was such a fun night and an incredible
way to connect with our supporters and share the news of our
home. We raised $10,000 for our home, which was amazing!
We are already excited about next year’s event, so watch this
space for details and make sure you don’t miss out on the fun!
Very special thanks to our wonderful
helpers – without you we wouldn’t
have had such a successful event:
Kara Lowe, Galia Hardy, Ros Andrews,
Chris Andrews, Wendy Ray, Susan
Bradley, Alan Hardy, John Andrews, Bill
Andrews & Shirley Hardy-Rix.

Ride to the Divide – Charity Bike Ride
Don’t forget to register for this year’s event – it’s just around the corner. Get into your Lycra and ride
the divide to raise money for our home and other amazing charities!
November 6th – www.ridetothedivide.com.au
Thank you Airport Toyota.

Extra Activities
We are always looking for new ways to
enhance the life experiences of our children
and we want to offer them as many activities
as we can so that they can learn new skills
and try new things. Every Saturday we have
two professional dancers (Peter & Tim) who
come to the house and teach the kids a
range of dance moves. They love it and some
of them have serious ability. Watch this space
– we may have an Ujamaa Dance Crew in
the future!

Sponsor Visit
We were very excited to have our long time
sponsor and donor Jane Jemmeson come
and visit us at our home to spend time with
this kids. Jane also did a lot of wonderful work
around our new home including putting up
blackboards for study, sorting out and fixing
our playroom, designing our play area,
planting flowers and getting an amazing
mural painted on the playroom wall. It
fantastic for us for our Sponsors to come and
see the home and connect with the kids and
we welcome any of you to come and do the
same!

It is always a pleasure sharing our news and progress with you and we would love to hear from you
about how/when is the best way for us to communicate with you. We will shortly be sending out a
survey for you to complete to help us gain insight about the best ways to share information and to
gain feedback on how we can take our organisation forward.

Thank you for your support and interest in what we do.
We will be in touch again around Christmas!
Asante!
Carley
PROJECT DIRECTOR

www.ujamaachildren.com

ujamaa.children@gmail.com

